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2015 SCHOLARSHIP
Applications for the Greenham Dairy
Scholarship are now open. We are
proud to offer this opportunity to
an individual who really stands
out with potential to make a major
contribution to the dairy industry.
Remember you don’t have to be in
the younger student demographic to
win the $12,000 award. Even mature
age students (to the age of 45) who
want to embark on some study
should consider applying.
g with the management
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The new yards at Tongal

The Japanese car manufacturing industry
has a system of Kaizen or ‘Continual
Improvement’ and our industry is no
different. With the resumption of full
production in Tongala it is not possible
to source cattle wholly from the
Goulburn Valley and surrounds and our
cattle buying team have been forced to
look to NSW, SA, QLD and as far as the
NT for cattle.
Of course one of the challenges is
that Northern cattle are used to large
rangelands and unaccustomed to being
confined in pens particularly once they
arrive at Greenham. As a result the

of Northern Cattle.

livestock team and Tongala management
have come up with a better way of
handling these sometimes feisty bovine
from the North.
The idea of separating cattle into their
own pens is not a new one however with
previous experiments, it only took one or
two flighty cattle to trample a fence and
for a hundred or so to follow them into
our neighbour’s paddocks! According to
Stuart Fleming Livestock Buyer, some
of the QLD and Northern cattle have no
trouble in clearing six foot fences and
causing no end of trouble for themselves
and property.

With the recent installation of purpose
built and modern pennage on the West
side of the plant, the system seems to
be working more efficiently. “There are
actually some really great benefits”,
says Stuart Fleming, “the fences are
higher and made of wire rope in order to
avoid bruising carcasses, we have a new
herringbone gate system for smoother
cattle flow and of course the cattle are
standing on a dirt base as opposed to
concrete in other pens”. All of this is
substantially better for improving animal
welfare and improving returns to the
supplier as well.

Christmas Trading Hours
OVER THE HOOKS:
RECEIVAL OF OVER THE HOOKS CATTLE TO TONGALA WILL CEASE ON THURSDAY 18th DECEMBER 12 NOON AND RESUME AT 6am Monday
5th JANUARY 2015.
LIVEWEIGHT BUYING TRADING HOURS OVER THIS CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR BREAK WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
NO SCALES
Monday 22nd Dec ,
Tuesday 23rd Dec, Wednesday
24th Dec,
Thurs 25th Dec,
Friday 26th Dec,
Thursday 1st Jan 2015 & Friday
2nd Jan 2015
unless stated below:

BAMAWM SCALES
Will be as normal on
MONDAY 29th Dec 2014
Les Mitchell 0409 079 541

SCALES OPEN DAYS
TONGALA SCALES
Abby Pycroft 0439 575 644

PICOLA/WAAIA SCALES
Will be as normal on
WEDNESDAY 31st Dec 2014

INVERGORDON SCALES
Will be as normal on
MONDAY 29th Dec 2014
Les Mitchell 0409 079 541

On farm liveweight buying
Peter Shellie 0428 579 087

Dingee
Rob Plant 5436 8209

Gunbower, Cohuna, Leitchville
and Kerang
Thomas Mackenzie 0408 500 311

Stanhope
Nev Mackrell 0428 570 523

Cohuna and Leitchville
Colin Ibbs 0427 349 648
For more information on selling cattle liveweight other than
times stated, please contactStu Fleming - 0427 050 825,
Les Mitchell - 0409 079541 or
HW Greenham Office - 5859 0912

Prompt payment always at Greenham

USA MARKET LEVELS OUT WHILE
CHINA FTA BECKONS
By the time you read this, the
turkey season will be over after the
traditional thanks giving holidays
maybe thoughts will turn to beef. With
the recent announcement of an FTA
with China, we hope the price of milk
powder and liquid increases to support
renewed growth in dairying like it has
in New Zealand but it may take some
time for this to filter through.
JACK MOORE HANGS UP BOOTS
After more than eight years
of managing marketing and
communications for both Greenham
plants, Jack Moore of Rivergum
Marketing has decided to call
time on his work with media,
advertisments and of course the
Meatworks Messenger. We are
indebted to Jack for the consistent
and high quality work he has
produced over the time and wish him
all the best for the future.
HAPPY CHRISTMAS
On behalf of the entire team at
Greenham I wish you happy and safe
Christmas and a prosperous new
year. Thank you for your support
during 2014 and we look forward
to working with you again next
year. The cattle situation will get a
little tighter next year but we have
solid export market fundamentals
to underpin the business and this
should keep things moving for the
near term.
Peter Greenham

Creating Value For
The Industry
Young people starting out in the dairy
industry – and those already under way
in their farming careers – have again been
offered the chance of a lifetime to give a
major boost to their knowledge and skills.
Applications are now open for the Greenham
Dairy Scholarship for 2015, a scheme which
seeks to encourage enthusiastic students
between the ages of 17 and 45 as they
undertake further education related to any
sector of the dairy industry.
This highly prized award, valued again this
year at $12,000, is funded by HW Greenham
and Sons and is open to family, sharefarmers
and employees of farmers who have
supplied cattle to the company’s Tongala
meat processing plant this year.
Joint managing director of HW Greenham
& Sons Grant Ryan said the company felt it
was extremely important to be contributing
something back into the dairy industry.
“Now that free trade agreements have been
signed with Korea, Japan and China, we expect
a renaissance in the Victorian dairy industry
and the best way we think we can support that
is to encourage more keen students to advance
their skills,” Mr Ryan said.
“We’ve seen past winners go off and do
veterinary science, then come back into the
district to practise – others have improved
their skills and returned to their farms as
more polished business operators – creating
more value for their businesses and for the
local community.
“Again this year, we’re really after
enthusiastic people who want to improve
themselves and contribute something back
into the industry.”
Applicants can use the scholarship to
undertake formal study, farming-related
courses or a recognised training program
related to any area of dairy management
disciplines.

2014 Winner Dr Ash Phi
pps
Scholarship to fund lab used his
oratory costs and
testing for his resear
ch.

management, business and environmental
management, animal sciences, breeding
excellence and dairy technology.
This year’s winner, Dr Ashley Phipps, 26,
of Nanneella, used the money for funding
laboratory costs and testing for his research
on colostrum harvesting and feeding in order
to provide recommendations on how to
produce, harvest, store and feed high quality
colostrum to replacement heifers to give
them a good start to life.
Ash said he was grateful for the scholarship
as he was moving into his final year of the
dairy cattle medicine residency and at the
point of completing all of his in-field clinical
research on dairy farms.
The scholarship is awarded on a range
of criteria, including study plans,
previous academic, industry or personal
achievements and potential benefits to the
dairy industry or farm enterprise.
Applications close on
Friday, January 30, 2015.
Application forms and information
sheets are available by e-mailing
scholarships@greenham.com.au
or visiting www.greenham.com.au

Past winners of the Greenham Dairy
Scholarship have pursued their interests in
large herd veterinary issues, soil and pasture

Tel: 5859 0912

www.greenham.com.au

For Further information:
Trevor Fleming 03 96446514

scaling back of post offices and advent
of electronic banking, less people are
catching up in townships than in the past.
Even the rationalization of small
saleyards across Victoria in nearby
places like Numurkah has focused
activity on liveweight scales and made
them an important gathering place to
catch up on regional matters or policies
but for ‘important issues’.
As George mentioned, “I think the scales
became Invergordon’s Tuesday Mens
Shed – not forgetting the odd female as
well - It was and will continue to be a local
meeting place for a quick chat ranging
from water, feed, cattle, kids – and the
occasional horse racing prospect”.
Through periods of drought and
hardship, the scales were even a place to
get some advice or assistance from the
Trews and Les on cattle management or
animal husbandry. During this time, the
yards were seeing up to 200 head come
through during a week as feed became

“We don’t know how
it happened but
suddenly, ‘old-age’
has crept up on
us and it’s time to
make the move.”
“But old habits are
hard to break and
I’m sure we will
find our way back
to the Invergordon
Scales occasionally
to make sure that
Les has everything
under control
and not trying to
brainwash any
unsuspecting
non-Collingwood
supporters”!

“So although it’s not a good bye or
farewell, we want to wish everyone future
prosperity, favorable seasons and fantastic
milk prices”, says George and Nola.
“They are part of the
fabric of the area”,
says Graeme Pretty,
Head of Livestock,
“the Trews have always
been the nicest people
to deal with and are
typical of the farmers
in the region. We wish
to collectively thank
them for their work for
the past 18 years and
wish them all the very
best in the next stage
of life in Numurkah”.

George and Nola Trew have lived
in Inve

rgordon for fifty years.

Trews depart the
Invergordon Scales
HW Greenham & Sons has long
depended on a network of both
privately run and commercial
liveweight scales and they continue
to be vital to maintaining supply to
the Tongala facility. So when we heard
that George and Nola Trew from the
Invergordon scales were moving on,
Meatworks Messenger decided to find
out more and tell their story.
The Victorian Government’s Rural
Finance Settlement Scheme was in
full swing by the time George and
Nola moved from Gippsland in 1964.
Invergordon, just North of Shepparton,
was set aside for 83 Dairy farms and
84 orchards and quickly evolved into
a vibrant and productive district. By
the mid-seventies, the district was

booming, reflected by a local school
that was filled to capacity with over
200 students.
George remembers it as an exciting
time, “I was the chairman of the school
council for seven years. We were able
to put up buildings and install new
equipment, I was very proud to be a
part of it”. This was in addition to the
busy life of a dairy farmer and father.
Fast forward to the mid-nineties and
the Invergordon area was concluded
to be one of few promising zones for
securing cattle in the Goulburn Valley.
Such was the intensity of dairying,
there were even another scales at
Waaia (only 30kms away) that started
around the same time to service the

Prompt payment always at Greenham

The Invergordon live
weight
scales have been in ope
ration
since 1996.

local farmers. For Invergordon however,
a set of scales was moved from Tongala
to the Trew’s property in 1996 and the
partnership had begun.
Graeme Pretty was the first cattle buyer
to tend the scales followed by several
others until Les Mitchell (another
notorious Collingwood supporter) took
over the job. Nola took great delight in
waiting in the driveway for Les to arrive
when Essendon had had a win over the
Pies the previous weekend and giving
him some curry about it!
Liveweight scales have always served
a function as a quick and convenient
method for farmers to maintain cash
flow but they also form an important
meeting point for locals. With the

Visitors to the proper
ty are
always greeted with a
bright
garden – an oasis of col
our.

Dean and Marese (pictur
ed) Percy
will operate the scales
from hereon.

The Invergordon area and surrounds will
continue to be an important catchment
for cattle for HW Greenham & Sons. The
scales will of course continue to operate
under the guidance of Dean & Marese
Percy and Les Mitchell from Greenham
every Tuesday from 9am-Noon.

Les Mitchell has been
a stalwart character
at the Invergordon
Scales every Tuesday.

scarce and the cull had to happen.
At least their customers were always
greeted with a beautiful tended garden
that was full of colour in a typically dry
region – an oasis for all visitors.
The time has come however, for George
& Nola Trew to move on. They are
re-locating to Numurkah where they will
be able to experience the luxuries of
town water, ducted natural gas heating
and a much smaller garden to attend to.

Tel: 5859 0912

George always has a goo

d story (or two) to tel
l.

www.greenham.com.au

