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Welcome to a new financial year, and our
Winter newsletter.

As the year goes on and we continue to
experience consistent rains, it seems more
likely the present pattern will continue into
spring.  As I write this Eildon is receiving
good inflows and there's plenty of snow up
top to produce run-off later on.  That has to
be good news for our Goulburn Valley
irrigators.

Markets
The international market over the past few
months has been mixed, with Asia on the
poorer side of things.  Korea is a little
uncertain after the re-commencement of US
trade, however the longer term outcome is
yet to be seen.  In the last few weeks, local
Korean farmers have been staging protests
with supermarket chains over the supply of
US beef.  One can only hope!

Japan doesn’t seem all that excited about
the resumption of US trade.  Overall, their
market seems to be consistent, if not a little
stronger.  Not all that encouraging, but no
reason for despair either.

And the faithful US has been true to form
with solid sales, peaking around a number
of their public holiday celebrations such as
Memorial Day.  I know I have said this
before, but the US are our most consistent
and reliable customer.

Livestock Shortage
With low numbers around and milk prices
high, its no surprise that we are looking for
cattle.  In recent weeks we have had to cut
our kill by 20 percent, and we don’t want to
go any further.  If you do have any cattle to
sell, keep it local and give us a call.
Processing them here supports local
employment.  And to make it easier for you
we can pick them up on farm – just give
Peter Shellie a call on 0418 505 347.

New Website
And speaking of selling cattle, our 
new website has just recently been launched
with a fresh look.  Visit us at
www.greenham.com.au, and register to get
access to the best prices, liveweight scales
information, latest news, and lots more.  

Here’s to a good winter, with enough rain for
everyone.

Peter Greenham

Combining his practical on-farm
knowledge with engineering
academic theory to improve the 
many different systems on dairy
farms is the ultimate aim of this
year’s winner of the $10,000
Greenham Dairy Scholarship,
announced earlier this year.

Twenty-five year-old Ross Lister from
Calivil was presented with the award
by Federal Trade Minister, the Hon
Warren Truss, at a special function 
in Melbourne.

Ross grew up on the family dairy
farm and is studying for his Bachelor
of Engineering degree at the
University of Melbourne.  He says
that his focus is on being able to
apply his engineering qualification 
to design and improve dairying
systems to save labour and make
them more efficient.

“As a farmer with an engineering
qualification, I could apply my sound
practical knowledge with academic
theory to design and improve on the

many systems involved in dairying,”
Ross said.  “This extends from 
milk harvesting to feed systems 
and equipment, cattle care
equipment and almost every facet 
of dairy farming.

“Furthermore a large portion of my
study relates to fluid, controlling flow
and delivery.  Water is the biggest
issue facing farming today.  I would
really like to explore and develop
further all possible methods of water
delivery, storage and application.
Great improvements in efficiencies
can be made through effective
automation of irrigation.”

In presenting the award, Mr Truss
said that there is a need for
Australian businesses to continually
improve practices to remain
competitive. He said that with
relatively higher labour costs we
need constant improvement through
better technology.

“In communities right across regional
Australia, where exporter numbers

2007 GREENHAM DAIRY SCHOLARSHIP
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QUALITY ASSURANCE HELP
FROM OUR FARMERS
Greenham are asking for your help to fulfil our quality
assurance obligations regarding expected industry standards.  

“We are asking our farmers to complete Question 2 of the
National Vendor Declaration (NVD) when sending cattle to
the Tongala abattoir,” says Paul Burchill, Quality Assurance
Manager.

“If as a livestock producer you are accredited with an on
farm QA program such as Cattle Care, LPA, a Dairy Quality
Assurance program, or other recognised program, the name
of the program and the licence/accreditation number needs
to be included in Question 2 of the NVD.”

“If you are not accredited to a recognised on-farm QA
program, contact Graeme Pretty for some help.  He will
explain what may be required to comply with NVD
requirements.”

Tel.5859 0912    After hours: Graeme Pretty 0418 505 347

Trade Minister, Warren Truss, presents the 2007 Greenham Dairy Scholarship

cheque to Ross Lister, under the watchful eye of Peter Greenham, executive

chairman of H W Greenham & Sons. 

March 2007

H W Greenham & Sons Pty Ltd
Tongala

Dear Greenham Family,On behalf of Mitchell and myself, we would 

like to thank you for a fabulous four days 

in Melbourne – a lovely hotel and the best

location, and great grandstand seats.  We

could see straight into Mark Webber’s pit!
We relaxed by dining out, shopping, going 

to see “Harp on the Willow” with Marina 

Prior, catching up with family trackside 

and sleeping in.
With much appreciation for an opportunity 

to do something we hadn’t thought to do 

this year.

With thanks again,Judith & Mitchell Harvie

Caption.

MEAT THE STAFF
Peter Shellie
“The best thing about my job,” says
Peter Shellie, “is being outdoors and
mixing with like-minded people. I’ve
built up a great rapport over the
years and most of them are more
like friends now than customers.”

Peter operates the on-farm liveweight pick-up service for
Greenhams and says that it is a great service for farmers.
“We weigh the cattle as they’re loaded onto the truck, and
pay the farmer there and then with the best prices. There are
no deductions, including the freight cost, which Greenhams
picks up, and I do the paperwork. What could be easier than
that! It works out well for farmers and they love it.”

Peter has been with Greenhams for 11 years now, and this is
now a five days a week operation. Before he became a
fulltime livestock carrier, Peter was a trucking contractor
based in Kyabram, doing general farm jobs, including hay
carting. When he took on the Greenhams work, it was going
to be a sideline to complement that. It’s grown into full-time
permanent work, and Peter couldn’t be happier.

His beat stretches basically from Cobram to Gunbower along
the Murray River, encompassing the Murray and Goulburn
valleys, including a little bit over the border into NSW.

Peter was born and bred in Kyabram where he lives with his
wife, Carmel, and three boys; Ben, who’s nine, Ricky is
fourteen and Wes, the eldest, is sixteen, all of whom keep
him fairly busy. 

Peter likes to breed trotters, producing a foal or two 
each year. As you could expect, getting the time is usually
difficult but he sometimes trains the horses himself. At other
times he sends them away for training. He’s not trying to
outdo Bart Cummings, but has had some “moderate
success” over the years.

Greenhams now operate two liveweight pick-up trucks to
raise the level of customer service. The truck-trailer
combination which Peter drives, and takes home at night,
holds 25 cows. A second semi-trailer is very convenient for
work at short notice, and Jason Gleeson operates that out of
the Tongala works. As Peter says, “I work out what the runs
need to be for both trucks and let Jason know where he
needs to go. He just plans his day around that and jumps in
the semi. It is very handy for everybody concerned.”  Peter
looks after the maintenance of both trucks.

Peter says that at times it takes a bit of juggling to organise
the pick-ups; “Farmers ring me with their cow numbers, so
that I can work out the runs in the diary. Close pick-ups are
easy, but for the more distant runs, I’ll phone the farmers
the night before to let them know I’m coming. It’s always
within the week, and it’s not difficult for the farmers to hold
them and then have them ready in the yard.

“It is really great meeting and getting to know farmers that
you wouldn’t otherwise come across.”
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are growing at three times the rate of their metropolitan
counterparts, companies like H W Greenham & Sons are
helping to build economic health and prosperity,” said Mr
Truss.  “The presentation of the Greenham Dairy Scholarship
exemplifies this important contribution.”

Mr Peter Greenham said the Goulburn Valley community is a
very important one for the company.  “This award is an
example of how imperative it is for us to be a good
corporate citizen, playing our part in the continuing growth
and prosperity of the region.”

Applications were assessed by a panel of independent
judges including Victorian Farmers Federation chief executive
officer, Wayne Harvey; Kyabram Secondary College assistant
principal, Helen Walsh; dairy farmer and manager, Dairy
Production, National Centre for Dairy Education Australia,
Peter Carkeek; and Dairy Australia’s manager for industry
relations, John McKew.

Among criteria considered in awarding the scholarship were
personal and academic achievements, the potential benefits
and relevance of the chosen study area or career path to
the Australian dairy industry, and how important the
scholarship might be in helping the applicants to realise
their ambitions.

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED!
We have recently launched our new Greenham website with a
fresh look and more features.

The new site brings together a crisp, bright design featuring
high quality photography, with an easy to navigate, user friendly
structure.

Farmers are invited tor register their details at
www.greenham.com.au.  It’s a simple process and gives you
greater access to Greenham and market information.  

Registered farmers have access to weekly liveweight and over
the hooks prices, liveweight scales locations and times, the
latest news from Greenham, as well as important industry
announcements.

The website will be updated regularly, so visit us and have a
look around.

The 2008 Greenham Dairy Scholarship will be open for
applications later this year.  It is open to people aged 17-45
years, who are immediate family, employees or sharefarmers
working with suppliers of cattle to H W Greenham & Sons
Tongala meat processing plant.  Winners receive financial
assistance for study in a dairy-related field of their choice.

More information about the 2008 Scholarship will be coming
soon.

RETIREE WON’T STAY QUIET 
FOR LONG
Ken Lawrence reckons that he has had an exceptional life, and at
74 years of age has recently retired from full-time dairy farming
at the family farm at Diggora South, just out of Rochester.  But
he says that he’ll continue on “a little bit” in the industry.  It will
certainly be a tough job getting him away from agri-politics; he’s
been closely involved all his dairying life.  He demonstrates a
great concern for his fellow farmers, particularly when it comes to
matters of water and salinity. 

Ken has retired because he “couldn’t see the point in going into
more debt to feed cows in drought conditions.”  He’ll probably
laser-grade 70 or 80 acres for sowing a crop of some sort, to
keep busy.

He came to this farm in 1970, and hasn’t really been the biggest
dairyman around, milking between 115 and 120 cows on a six
unit double-up shed. He always had the intention to extend the
shed to 12 a side, but never quite got around to it.

Walking the stock to the markets

Ken grew up at Yalca, north of Waaia, and says that his father
had a choice of saleyards to send the stock to. “We could send
them nine miles east to Strathmerton or nine miles south to
Waaia. The track to Waaia was easier to walk the lambs along, so
they would go there, and the cattle to Strathmerton.”

Things have really changed over the years: “I remember the first
time our father drove us down to Melbourne in a 1928 Chevrolet
car. It took all day to get there. Sixteen years later I drove a
Chevrolet truck to pick up a new tractor, there and back in one
day.

“Two years later I was operating a livestock and general transport
truck driving to Melbourne and back seven days a week!”

Sixty years ago his parents bought a dairy farm at Katandra, and
so began Ken’s long association with dairying, especially with his
much-loved Jerseys, and irrigation issues.

By 1962 he was share-farming at Katandra West and remembers
felling trees for fence posts. He developed the farm starting with
76 hand-picked heifers and in the third year with 100 cows, Ken
says proudly, he was the ninth biggest supplier to the
Shepparton Butter Factory. 

Better prices with Greenhams

Ken has been sending 25 to 30 culled cows each year to
Greenhams since soon after they started in Tongala.

“The local agent was always looking for choppers, but there was
often a glut of them on the market. I took the cows in one day,
and there was no buyer, so we ended up with a real low price. 
I thought that’s the last time you’ll get them from me, and I’ve
been taking them to Greenhams ever since.

“I reckon I was getting $27-30 more a head at Tongala, 
than I would have ended up with through the saleyards.”

Ken has never been backward in asking questions, whether it’s
about selecting cattle or about farming practices, or when to sell
pigs. He reckons that it’s the best way to find out how other
people are doing things, so you can make the right decisions
yourself. And he’s always had a good eye for Jersey cattle, having
bred top heifers for the Melbourne Show and having his selected
bulls chosen as ‘AI standard’.

“Make use of thinking time”

Ken says that you’ve got to spend a lot of time thinking about
solutions for the issues facing farmers. “Blokes will spend hours
on the tractor just thinking about nothing but what they’re doing
at the time. That’s ideal thinking time. Whether I’m milking or
fencing or driving the tractor, I’m constantly using that time to
think about problems and how to sort them out.” 

His political bent has been fruitful, having been an active member
of the VDA, and later a District Councillor and twice Branch
President at the UDV. He was a vice-president of the local branch

Ken Lawrence hasn’t been the biggest dairyfarmer in the

district, but says that he’s had an exceptional life.

Although Ken Lawrence has retired from everyday milking, he’s keen to keep his hand in with his beloved heifers.

of the National Party, a member of the Goulburn-Waranga
Irrigation League, the Campaspe West Advisory Board and 
a past president of the Rochester Show Society. Ken has
always been on the go trying to secure a better deal for 
his fellow dairy farmers. The dark times saw Ken managing
the cattle shoots at Rochester during 1975 which saw
thousands of healthy cattle destroyed and buried in pits.

Ken says that quite a few years ago he moved a motion at
a local VDA meeting which started the action to get all dairy
farmers a share in the ‘liquid’ milk business. Up until then
the ‘market’ milk sector was a lucrative one for a lucky few,
while the rest had to settle for the lower returns from
manufacturing milk.

Water presents a lot to think about

He has very strong views on water issues and has been

involved in moves to combat salinity. His interest in water
issues has seen him travel the length of the Murray from
Tom Groggin Station to the sea. There’s a lot to consider in
this issue “We’re in uncharted waters!”

He is so concerned with water issues that he once
calculated the amount of water lost in that section of the
river through evaporation – he reckons that it’s in the region
of 160,000 megalitres per year. 

Ken has strong views on almost everything to do with
farming, and doesn’t hold back in expressing them. For
instance: “Blokes have got to think more about continually
trying to breed and milk bigger and bigger cows. Some of
them have got past the point of sound economic return by
chasing size versus the cost of extra feed to keep them in
good condition.”

Continued from front...




